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3% HOURDEBATEIN HOUSEOF LORDS

CONSPIRACYOF SILENCE
THEORY'A FICTION'

LONDON,Friday(AAP).—
The British Government
categoricallyrejectedlast night
movesto

establish
a majorinquiry

into
unidentifiedflyingobjects.

A governmentspokesmantold the
Houseof Lordsaftera

full-scaledebate

on UFOs,"ThetruthaboutUFOsis
simple... therereallyare many
strange phenomenain the skies".

Windingup a close encounter

of an
aristocratic

kind whichfor 3½ hours

had
occupied

the Houseof Lordsin the
firstdebate of itskindin

either
of the

Housesof the BritishParliament,

the
Government's

DeputyChief Whip,
Lord

Strabolgi,rejected theories
of in-

ternational conspiracies to withhold
knowledge

of the realnatureof UFOs
fromthe public.

"Theideaof a
conspiracy

of
silence

belongsto the worldof JamesBond",

he said."Thereis
nothing

to havea
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conspiracy about.
"It can be readilyacceptedthatmost

UFO reportsare madeby calm,rational

people.

"Butthereis nothingto
convince

Her

Majesty's Government that there has
everbeena

single visitby an alien

spaceship.

We livein a huge
universe

of
100,000 million starsin our galaxy

alone. . . therearemany
remarkable

things
to seein thesky".

Earlier,the debatehad been
launchedby the Earlof

Clancarty,

authorof several bookson UFOsand
founderof an

international

UFO-
watchinggroup.

Reportsof
sightings

of UFOshad
beenmade

consistently

sincethe days
of the

ancient Egyptians,

saidthe 68-
year-oldpeerwithout

allegiance

to any
politicalparty.

"Itis truethat
occasionally

youget
the odd crankor hoaxerbut many
sightings

are madeby
sincere people—

trainedobserverslike policemenand
pilots",

he said.

Tracingsomeof the more
spectacular

and
well-documentedsightings since

WorldWar II, Lord
Clancarty accused

the UnitedStatesandthe SovietUnion

of
deliberatelysuppressing

factsabout
UFOsto avoidpanicamongtheirpopu-
lations. Britain

wasalsoa partyto this
conspiracyof silence.
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friendly

. . . "isit nottimethatHer
Majesty's Government

kept our own
peopleinformed?he asked.

The LiberalParty'saviationspokes-

man,Lord
Kimberley,

saidthatdespite

widespread scepticism,

UFOs were "not
a productof 20thcenturyimagination".

BecauseUFOs defiedthe current

stateof modernknowledge

on lawsof
matter"thisnaturallyupsetsour early
scientists".

Lord
Kings-Norton,

who directed
specialprojectsfor the Air

Ministry

duringWorldWar II, saidthe "New
Zealandphenomenon"

which virtually
sparkedoff the debate,deservedfar
moreserious studythanit hadso far
received.

"I remainsceptical",

he said."But
we mustseekthe truth".

The Bishopof NorwichsaidUFOs
and the mysterysurrounding

themwere
becoming

the virtualequivalentof the
persuasive superstitionsof centuries

ago, outsideChristianity

and perhaps
attractingpeopleaway from

Christian-

ity.

One of the
strongest condemnations

of the debatecamefrom
Conservative

Lord
Hewlett,

who toldthe Househis
speechwasbasedentirely

on a
briefing

fromSir
Bernard Lovell, director

of the
JodrellBank

radio-telescopic

and one of
the world'sleadingexpertson
astronomy.

Accusinghis
fellow-peers

of putting
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theHouseof Lords"in
danger

of being

a
laughing stockon a partwithflat-

earthers",
Lord Hewlettsaid

scientists

at
JodrellBankhad

maintained

a 24-
hourwatcheachdayforthepast30
years.

"Everysinglethingwhichtheyhave
seenhas been

identified

as an
explicable

scientificphenomenon", he said.
"Halfa tonneof

meteorite

hitsthe
earthsomewhere

eachday,and an
estimated8,000millionpiecesof stone

and metal(including
much debrisfrom

spacevehicles like
satellites)

come to
eartheveryyear,manyof themburning

up in the
atmosphere".

Conservativeaviation spokesman
Lord

Trefgarne

saidthe timehad not
yet beenreachedwhenUFOscouldbe
consideredcertainenoughto spenda
largesum of publicmoney

investigating

them.


